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Fertigkeit Lesen

Relevante(r) Deskriptor(en) Deskriptor 6:
Kann einfache literarische Texte (z. B. fi ktionale Texte, 
Lieder und Gedichte) verstehen. (B1)

Themenbereich(e) Erlebnisse und Fantasiewelt

Zeitbedarf 15 Minuten 

Länge des Lesetextes 410 Wörter (mit Sätzen der Zusammenfassung: 590)

Material- und Medienbedarf Schreibmaterial

Besondere Bemerkungen, 
Hinweise zur Durchführung

---

Quelle Fuchs, Brigitte, und Christine Matouska. Englisch 
positiv! 4. Klasse. Wien: Österreichischer 
Bundesverlag, 1988, 4. Aufl age. S. 127. [adaptiert]

ALL IN A DAY’S WORK – A DETECTIVE 
STORY
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ALL IN A DAY’S WORK

Read the detective story. Then put the sentences in the grid in the correct order 
for a summary of the story. Two boxes have already been filled in. 
The underlined words are explained at the bottom of the page.

On Wednesday at 3.00 p.m., Harry Hammond, the detective at a large department store 
in London, was called to the Jewelry Department. A suspicious-looking1 customer was 
eyeing the jewels and Detective Hammond was called for help. 

It had been a boring day, and on the way, he could get his watch that he had left for repairs 
some days ago. Harry Hammond picked up his package and went on to the jewelry sales 
counter. He pretended to be interested in a diamond brooch2. He carefully watched the 
customers through a secret mirror, which he kept hidden in his hand. Next to him, a 
beautiful, elegantly dressed lady was trying on a large emerald3 necklace. A little fat lady 
was choosing a diamond wristband. Suddenly Harry noticed a tall man in a raincoat nod 
to a lady wearing heavy make-up and a wig4. Through his mirror he watched the woman 
when she asked the assistant if she could try on a ring. As soon as the assistant’s back was 
turned, the man with the raincoat took a large diamond from an open display case5 and 
hid it in his pocket. Now Harry put down his package on the counter, walked over to the 
thief, clapped handcuffs6 on his wrists and said, “I’m Detective Hammond, and you’re 
under arrest!” Harry called two policemen who led the thief and his accomplice7 away. 
The fat lady fainted. The beautiful lady said, “You are so brave! You are a hero!” “Oh, it 
was nothing,” said Harry pleased by the beautiful lady’s admiration. “It’s all in a day’s 
work.” He picked up a package from the counter, and returned to his office.

Later that afternoon, Detective Hammond’s phone rang. Harry recognized the voice at 
once. It was the beautiful lady! She was very unhappy and nervous. The emerald necklace, 
which she had bought that afternoon, was missing. In her package was an old, worthless 
watch. “Never fear, my dear. I’ll get on it right away,” said Harry.

It was almost evening. What exactly was the time? Harry remembered his watch and 
unwrapped the package. Good heavens! There was no watch, but a large emerald necklace! 
Harry phoned the beautiful lady.

“I’ve caught the thief,” he said proudly.

“How wonderful you are! My hero! How can I ever thank you?”

“It’s nothing – all in a day’s work!”

UNTERLAGE FÜR SCHÜLERINNEN

Vocabulary:
1 - suspicious-looking – verdächtig aussehend
2 - diamond brooch – Diamantbrosche
3 - emerald – Smaragd
4 - wig – Perücke
5 - display case – Ausstellungsvitrine
6 - to clap handcuffs on someone – jemandem Handschellen anlegen
7 - accomplice – Komplize
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UNTERLAGE FÜR SCHÜLERINNEN

Summary of All in a Day’s Work:

1 One day Detective Harry Hammond was called to watch a suspicious 
customer in the Jewelry Department.

At the jewelry sales counter he carefully watched all the customers.

The packages with the emerald necklace and the one with Harry’s 
watch in it had been mixed up.

There were a tall man in a raincoat and three women, a little fat one, a 
beautiful, elegantly dressed one and one wearing a wig.

Hours later the beautiful lady phoned Mr. Hammond and told him that 
in her package there was a watch instead of the expensive necklace 
which she had bought that afternoon.

5 While the assistant got a ring for the lady with the wig, the man with the 
raincoat stole a large diamond.

Then he picked up a package from the counter and returned to his 
office.

The detective promised her to look for her necklace.

On his way he picked up his watch which had needed repairing.

Detective Hammond put the package with his watch in it on the counter 
and arrested the thief and his accomplice.
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LÖSUNG

Summary of All in a Day’s Work:

1 One day Detective Harry Hammond was called to watch a suspicious 
customer in the Jewelry Department.

3 At the jewelry sales counter he carefully watched all the customers.

10 The packages with the emerald necklace and the one with Harry’s 
watch in it had been mixed up.

4 There were a tall man in a raincoat and three women, a little fat one, a 
beautiful, elegantly dressed one and one wearing a wig.

8
Hours later the beautiful lady phoned Mr. Hammond and told him that 
in her package there was a watch instead of the expensive necklace 
which she had bought that afternoon.

5 While the assistant got a ring for the lady with the wig, the man with the 
raincoat stole a large diamond.

7 Then he picked up a package from the counter and returned to his 
office.

9 The detective promised her to look for her necklace.

2 On his way he picked up his watch which had needed repairing.

6 Detective Hammond put the package with his watch in it on the counter 
and arrested the thief and his accomplice.


