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Fertigkeit Lesen

Relevante(r) Deskriptor(en) Deskriptor 4:
Kann unkomplizierte Sachtexte über Themen, die mit 
den eigenen Interessen und Fachgebieten aus den 
Themenbereichen des Lehrplans in Zusammenhang 
stehen, mit befriedigendem Verständnis lesen. (B1)

Themenbereich(e) Umwelt und Gesellschaft

Zeitbedarf 15 Minuten 

Länge des Lesetextes 467 Wörter

Material- und Medienbedarf Schreibmaterial

Besondere Bemerkungen, 
Hinweise zur Durchführung

---

Quelle Mary Glasgow Magazines. „Sharks“. http://
www.link2english.com/teacher_index_top.asp 
(17.5.2005) [adaptiert]
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UNTERLAGE FÜR SCHÜLERINNEN

SHARKS

Read the text about sharks. There are six gaps.
Find out where the sentences below (1 – 7) should go. 

Be careful – one sentence is not from the text! 

You will find the underlined word at the bottom of the page.

(1) An American organisation called WildAid is running a campaign to inform 
people about the cruel shark trade. 

(2) More than 20 million people went to the movies to see JAWS.

(3) Often the shark’s fins are cut off while the shark is still alive and the shark is 
then thrown back into the sea to die. 

(4) Since then he has been diving many times with sharks and now knows how 
important they are to ocean life and ecosystems.

(5) So it seems to be more bad than good for you!

(6) The soup has become a status symbol and a single bowl of shark fin soup 
now costs about $100 in Hong Kong! 

(7) Wouldn’t we have a better life without so many sharks in the sea to attack 
people? 



B
ildungsstandards: E

nglisch, 8. S
chulstufe l m

ethodisch-didaktisches A
ufgabenbeispiel ©

 B
M

B
W

K
, Ö

S
Z

C
O

D
E

 1
23

UNTERLAGE FÜR SCHÜLERINNEN

Sharks

When you think of sharks, which of these 
images come to your mind? Sharp teeth; a 
terrible man-eating monster like in the famous 
film JAWS … or an endangered animal, killed 
for their fins so that the rich and famous can have shark fin soup for dinner? 

Sharks in danger
More than 100 million sharks are killed each year and most of them are cruelly killed just 
for their fins.  The numbers of some kinds of sharks have fallen by 90% in the past ten 
years, all because of the growing appetite for shark fin soup. 

The craze for shark fin soup
All over Asia, shark fin soup is looked at as a luxury dish and is very popular. More than 
300 million people buy shark fin soup and their number is growing. At all the best 
restaurants and parties, shark fin soup is served.  

It doesn’t even taste nice!
The strange thing is that shark fin is tasteless and adds no flavour to the soup. Shark fins are 
only used to make the soup thicker. A shark fin also contains no nutrients1.  Scientists have 
found that it can sometimes contain dangerously high levels of heavy metal poisons.  

Doing something about it
 The organisation did a tour around Asia and, as a result, many famous Asian people 
and members of government are supporting the campaign. You might wonder why some 
people are so worried about sharks, when we know they are no friends of humans.  

There is more to sharks than sharp teeth
Peter Benchley, the author of the book and movie JAWS, is supporting WildAid’s campaign 
to save the shark. He says that when he wrote his book in the 1970’s he didn’t know much 
about sharks and just showed them as bloodthirsty killers.  He agrees that sharks can 
be a danger to human beings, but although people get hurt in shark attacks, only twelve 
die in attacks each year, compared to the 100 million sharks killed in a cruel way. If sharks 
became extinct it would be a great tragedy. After all, sharks have been in the oceans for 
500 million years – since before the dinosaur. 

[originally published in http://www.link2english.com/teacher_index_top.asp by Mary Glasgow Magazines]

Vocabulary:
1 - nutrients – Nährstoffe

a fin

Fo
to

: w
ik

ip
ed

ia
.o

rg



B
ild

un
gs

st
an

da
rd

s:
 E

ng
lis

ch
, 8

. S
ch

ul
st

uf
e 

l m
et

ho
di

sc
h-

di
da

kt
is

ch
es

 A
uf

ga
be

nb
ei

sp
ie

l ©
 B

M
B

W
K

, Ö
S

Z
C

O
D

E
 1

23

LÖSUNG

Sharks

When you think of sharks, which of these images come to your mind? Sharp teeth; a 
terrible man-eating monster like in the famous film JAWS … or an endangered animal, 
killed for their fins so that the rich and famous can have shark fin soup for dinner? 

Sharks in danger
More than 100 million sharks are killed each year and most of them are cruelly killed just 
for their fins. (3) Often the shark’s fins are cut off while the shark is still alive and the shark 
is then thrown back into the sea to die.  The numbers of some kinds of sharks have fallen 
by 90% in the past ten years, all because of the growing appetite for shark fin soup. 

The craze for shark fin soup
All over Asia, shark fin soup is looked at as a luxury dish and is very popular. More than 
300 million people buy shark fin soup and their number is growing. At all the best 
restaurants and parties, shark fin soup is served. (6) The soup has become a status symbol 
and a single bowl of shark fin soup now costs about $100 in Hong Kong!  

It doesn’t even taste nice!
The strange thing is that shark fin is tasteless and adds no flavour to the soup. Shark fins 
are only used to make the soup thicker. A shark fin also contains no nutrients1.  Scientists 
have found that it can sometimes contain dangerously high levels of heavy metal poisons. 
(5) So it seems to be more bad than good for you! 

Doing something about it
(1) An American organisation called WildAid is running a campaign to inform people 
about the cruel shark trade.  The organisation did a tour around Asia and, as a result, many 
famous Asian people and members of government are supporting the campaign. You 
might wonder why some people are so worried about sharks, when we know they are no 
friends of humans. (7) Wouldn’t we have a better life without so many sharks in the sea to 
attack people?  

There is more to sharks than sharp teeth
Peter Benchley, the author of the book and movie JAWS, is supporting WildAid’s campaign 
to save the shark. He says that when he wrote his book in the 1970’s he didn’t know much 
about sharks and just showed them as bloodthirsty killers. (4) Since then he has been 
diving many times with sharks and now knows how important they are to ocean life and 
ecosystems. He agrees that sharks can be a danger to human beings, but although people 
get hurt in shark attacks, only twelve die in attacks each year, compared to the 100 million 
sharks killed in a cruel way. If sharks became extinct it would be a great tragedy. After all, 
sharks have been in the oceans for 500 million years – since before the dinosaur. 


